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SUEJECTs North Vietnamsse Infiltration lLosses
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1. Herth Vietnamese asrny troops infiltrating into South Vietnam
through Laos during 1966 are estimated to have susteined permanent
losses of 10 to 20 percent of the total number of troops that departed
from North Vietnam. 4t least 55,000 and posaibly 85,000 NVA trocps are
estimated to have successfully infiltrated into South Vietnam during
1966, Thus, 1t is probable that 5,000 to 15,000 men were pormanently
lost during infiltration during 1966.

2. This range resudts from three recent OER attempts to quantify
infiltration losces. Ths most recent and intensive study sugrosta,
however, that a best estimate would be cloger to the 10 percent than the
20 percent. Approximately 80 percent of these losses are belisved to be
asgeclated with illness -~ usually melaria — and include: soldiers who
die in the Lao Jungles, are permanently left behind, or arrive in South
Viestnanm too debllitated by sickness to be of any militery usefulnese.
Closs to half of all infiltrators ars belived tc have beon affected by
malaria or dietary deficlency-sssociated diseases during their trlp scuth.

3. Loss than 10 percent of all permanent lossos were caused by sir
attacke, although air haragsment snd iInterdiction hag indirectly increased
the sickness and desertion loss rates. Air attacks have forced wmits to
change thelr mode of movement in RVN from train and truck to travel on
foot, increasing the time nceded to infiltrate. In gddition, attacks in
lacs and aleng the South Vietnam border have forced more enemy troops to
move at night, stretchod out movement times, and restricted the availability
of medical supplies and food. Losses due to desertions are slightly more
than 10 percent of total lesses. Significantly, hovever, most of these
losses take place in North Vietnam, before the morale of infiltrators is
sapped by illness, heavy loads, and primitive living ecnditions, Apparently
EVA troups are uwnwilling to risk leaving their wunits in the unfamiliar,
unpopulated jungle areas of Laos and Scuth Vietnsm despite the hardshipe
they encounter, :
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4. Although inadequate date is available to reach any conolusions
about 1967 loss rates, scattered veports from 1967 infiltrators indicate
that the overall rate is similar or slightly higher than the 1966 rate.
The 1966 loss rates were, in turn, markedly bigher than tentative
estinates of 1965 ratos. ‘
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Yothodology

In the past few months OER has used three mothodolopiea for analyzing
infiltration lcss dats. The first attempt yielded the 20 percont estimate
and employed assumptions that would lead us to expect 1t is the upper
imit; similarly, it ig believed that the 10 porcent estimate constitutes
the lower limit. In the most recent attempt, a total of about 14,000
lactien route infiltrators in 42 units wore selected for Inclugion in the
1966 data base. Criterien for sample inclusion was mention of loss rates
to two or more of three causes: desertion, air strikes, and illness
incidence. All information was taken from ralller and captive inter-
rogation reports. Sample selection was complieated, howover, Ly poor
debriefing procedures and inadequate information as te unit size. To
produce estimates of permanent: losses it is asmumed that one~half of all
deseriers eventually returned to duty; that two-thirds of the men who
drop out of their units éuring infiliraticn are returned to duty - the
remainder are assumed to have died or became permenently disabled; and
that five percent of all infiltrators that contact malamia eventually die

O are permanently disabled’ by the diseage.
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